Nippo Bloodlines in “del Biagio” kennel

By dott. Elettra Grassi
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The dogs in our kennel come from the best American and Japanese blood strains. The first specimens were imported after a careful research among the most reliable kennels in America. Therefore, the foundation Shibas of Del Biagio Kennel stem from strains that had already been fixed correctly in morphology and in character. We chose to rely on the old, solid U.S. tradition in breeding these dogs, rather than on recent European tradition. 
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Later on we imported specimens from Japan, so as to further improve and enhance qualities present in the American strains and to raise the good standard of the first dogs by contributing new value to the type. We also aimed at keeping and developing a typically Japanese model.
The choice fell in particular on the dogs of the Ichisuke (also called Korotama) line, which is, if not the most important blood strain in Japan, surely the most appreciated one by Japanese breeders.  The best expression of this line was the famous Japanese stud Ichisuke of Inoguchi (picture 1). This dog owned all the qualities that are desirable in the breed and inherited them from his dam Michihime, who belonged to an old, noble stock, the Korotama strain, whose peculiar features she passed down to her offspring.
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This blood strain, originating from the Shinshu region, has had a remarkable influence in Japanese breeding. The dogs belonging to this strain are endowed with traits of great expressiveness, as an almost perfect cut and position of the eyes: triangular and upward slanting toward the outside base of the ear, not almond shaped, as someone mistakenly believes. Besides, they present the typically intense red colour of the Shibas, much appreciated and wished for by the Japanese.
These are only a few among the most outstanding features of the Korotamas.
From Ichisuke, as we said, derive some of the best Japanese studs and dams: his most important descendant, coming from the genealogic line of Ichisuke’s grand-son Fukuryu (picture 2), is TOYONISHIKI of Toyohashi Onoda (picture 3). This dog is present in the studs’ pedigrees of Del Biagio Kennel.
Some Japanese experts believe that among the many famous dogs of the Korotama breed, Toyonishiki is the true, excellent heir, the harmonious expression of all the qualities that the Japanese breeders of  the Shiba strive for.
So relevant is the prestige of this stud in Japan, that breeders have renamed the “Ichisuke/Korotama” line with the names of its two main branches: “Beniryu/Jouji” and “Fukuryu/Toyonishiki”. They have been acknowledged by Japanese breeders as foundation dogs of  the modern Shiba. 
Toyonishiki’s descendants are still getting brilliant results in Japan, both in shows and in breeding activity. So is Jinri Ki Go Imabari Myiakosow, Del Biagio Kennel’s world champion, Toyonishiki’s grandson.
Del Biagio studs and dams, therefore, reproduce and develop the best Japanese models, thanks to the fusion with renowned US lines; they also contribute to the increasing appreciation of the good quality of Italian breeding. Our promising young Shibas, besides distinguishing themselves in well-known national and international shows,  share, express and develop these great dogs’ distinctive features and tradition.
