SHIBA INU IN ITALY

By Dr Elettra Grassi

I’m happy to report to you, a bit of shiba’s story  in Italy!

First kennel was “ del Wasabi” , in Rome. Wasabi imported first shiba and akita from Japan and show and bred first dogs of these breeds. Wasabi had activity around 1970 -1980.

Often shiba story is near the breeder of Akita in my country. This situation changed from 1985, when some kennel of Nordic breed start to bred shiba as second breed.

Wasabi’s bloodlines survives  in Airwild’s bloodlines, the oldest shiba kennel in Italy. This kennel started activity with Siberian Husky and takes as second breed shiba 18 years ago.

Airiwild’s kennel bred especially on Scandinavian bloodlines, in first  Manloten .

The Airwild’s breeder, mrs Valeria Rodaro, is the only  Italian specialist judge of shiba.

This Kennel has actually again many influence on Italian bloodlines.

The most important stud is Biss Airwild’s Hideyoshi, called “Giorgio”. Giorgio is strong and arrogant male, with pepper temperament and wonderful, distinct and balanced movement. He was top dog 2001, and is Italian, International, French , Club, Croatian , Slovenian, Stud Champion.

He is also Biss at club Show, and Biss Stud & Progeny at first Italian Nordic Club Show in 2005.

He had only 5  sons and 4 became champion.

The most important Black & Tan comes from this kennel. Multi Ch. Airwild’s Izumi is the only  B&T shiba BOG winner in Italy. He is top size and strong male. He has very nice markings. His bloodline is half Japanese, from one stud, progeny of Koban.

The new Airwild’s hope is Airwild’s Nakatomi, called “Tom”, yet Italian and Slovenian champion. This young male is a son of Giorgio. He is interesting male with nice body and now also interesting stud.

Around 10 years ago Cry Out & del Biagio kennels started their breeding planning on shiba inu.

Cry Out is famous Siberian Husky kennel  and “del Biagio” is important  Alaskan Malmute kennel.

Both this kennels have big influence on shiba’s breeding.

Cry Out starts breeding program specially from Mara - shima Bloodline and Cry Out’s litters became champion in many country of Europe. In Italy Cry Out had many champions and also some top dog as Cry Out Love Connection. The most beautiful import of this kennel, that I seen on life, was Mara Shima Goma Warrior, very very nice dog and stud. Unluckily this beautiful shiba not had career in ring. Now Cry Out Kennel results not operative on shiba breeding.

Actually “del Biagio” kennel is the biggest kennel in Italy. This kennel started breeding program from Innisfree’s shibas, and in second time imported 2 stud from Japan.

The Japanese stud Jinriki Go Imabari Myiakosow, called Tetsu, was most important import made from this kennel. Tetsu is grand son of Toyonishiki Onoda, and has important career in Italy. He becomes Italian, International, champion and World champion at Oporto under japanese Judge.

The style of Biagio’s Shiba  develops very much by Tetsu. Qualities of this stud in his progeny are very nice eyes and typical expression, nice balanced and elegant morphology, proud temperament and good hound attitude .

The most important progeny from this stud are : Biss EW WW ch. Verusca del Biagio and her half brothers ch. Kitano del Biagio and Ew06 Multi ch. Sayuki del Biagio, that is my stud.

Verusca is very elegant and proud bitch, with funny and typical movement. Her general appearance and type are high-quality. Her build is impeccable. She has also strong attitude as show and as hound dog. Verusca is one of few shiba Bis Club Show winner in Italy. She is also 3 time Top Dog  and one of most beautiful shiba in Italy and I think, between most beautiful shiba in Europe.

Kitano has big influence in breeding of Norway, where he lives.

Sayuki, called “Skiba”, is full brother of Kitano, from litter after him, and at only 3 years old has 5 championship. He is very appreciated above all specialist judges. He is also one of few shiba Bog Winner in Italy. He has elegant type and movement, wonderful rear legs and build. Very high quality of expression. Temperament is nice, friendly, and he looks to have strong attitude as show and sporting dog. He starts his career with a Biss at club show from juniores class at 6 month old  under Japanese judge; hereafter he continued his career winning 39 time the first placements on 41 show, multi BOB, BOS, Cacib. Recently he has best Italian placement at Japan Show 2006 together his sister Verusca. Now he  becomes European Champion 2006 - BOB.

Biss Ew05 ch.Nariaky Go del Biagio, called “Go” , is shiba that often win many BOB in this time. He has singular look. I sure you that He could be knowable between 1000 shibas ! In this time He has big influence in Italian breeding and he is most important stud in his kennel. Nariaky is very very strong shiba, has very solid and very very imposing bounce and head. He has good expression and very nice urajiiro. Built is solid, strong, and he looks very powerful shiba. He has good movement. He is a son of Airwild’s Hideyoshi. He has very important career in Italy, 3 time Top Tog and 1 time Biss in Nodic Club Show, and sometime Biss placing at same show. He has 5 championship. His progeny often looks very similar at him in the temperament and type.

New hope of del Biagio Kennel is Yoritomo del Biagio, son of Airwild’s Nakatomi and grand son of Nariaki Go del Biagio and Jinriki Go Imabari Miyakosow. This is a young solid and elegant male. He looks to have nice quality of type. He has few show, but important results : he won Young Bis at International Show st. Gallen 2005 (Swiss), becomes young Italian champion and has good placement at recently Japan Show in Helsinky.

Last import in Italy has been made mine kennel, the Japanese brood bitch Naho Go Ashikaga Sounsouu. She is first shiba from famous stud Tetsu Arashi in Italy. She is actually busy in her first Italian litter. She made this year only one show, and she won CAC, best bitch and BOS at Argenta National Show. Her career will start next year.

I think that quality of Italian shiba is high, especially if you think that the breeding of this breed is by few kennel, few dogs in ring and few bloodlines, moreover specialist judges are not frequent in ring. 

I hope that the story of the shiba in Italy has been for you interesting and pleasant!
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